ALDERSHOT
Mary was pleased to accept a coffee service of this pattern
from the officers of the regiment.
It will always be a great source of satisfaction to me that my
kst function at Aldershot was attended by H.R.EL the Duke
of Connaught who came out to see the troops returning to
Aldershot from manoeuvres in September, I932-
Aldershot will always be a very happy memory for me,
helped as I was by those loyal Divisional Commanders, Jakes
Harman and Jackson, and by a most devoted Staff, also by
the good fund of stories unfailingly supplied by my M.G.A.,
Major-General Evans, who told one at a Tattoo rehearsal,
not realizing that the microphone was still on!
Whilst at Aldershot I was an A.D.C. General to the King,
and attended many Courts, Levees and functions, and I
represented His Majesty on many occasions. The post had
special privileges as regards Ascot which will long be remem-
bered.
Aldershot will always have an attraction for me. I served
there first as a second lieutenant doing a signalling course in
1892; I served with my regiment there in 1897; as Brigade-
Major, 1911-13; as a Company Commander in 1914; and as
G.O.C.-in-C. in 1931-3. It is a busy place, and rightly so,
but we did try to evolve a programme of training sufficiently
definite for everyone to know exactly when they would be
actively engaged. Our object was to enable an officer, asked
perhaps to shoot, go on a cricket tour, or take part in some
other form of amusement, to be able to say "Yes'* or "No".
By the old rules, which lasted so many years, leave could only
be granted in the winter; but these are now relaxed, and it
may, within reason, be obtained at any time of the year.
What a changed Aldershot to-day! I visited my old Chief
of Staff, General Sir John Dill, just after war had been de-
clared and before any troops had left Aldershot. The bustle
in my old headquarters office, the movements of troops,
lorries and every form of mechanized vehicle reminded me so
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